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We share with all of you, by special permission, this eloquent message 
which reached the Council during the holidays. 


THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM 
AND THE LITTLE MOONS OF MEN 


In this particular season of Christmas, a new apprehension pervades the 
world of free men. It is caused by little moons, silently orbiting the earth 
in space, visible at times tothe naked human eye. They are moons of apprehen- 
sion, not because mortal men made them and launched them from the earth, but 
because the men who did it are not similarly free. The moons are moons of 
tyranny. Their presence tells, starkly and surprisingly and disquietingly, of 
the reality we had preferred not to believe -- the intelligence of tyranny. 

Because the moons are there, real and undeniable, there is risk that free 
men will wish to measure the strengths of freedom as they now measure the 
strengths of tyranny, in things like little moons alone. That could be a fatal 
error. For the ultimate strength of free men over tyrants lies in the depth 
and breadth of education, which is greater than the capacities of science, and 
in wisdom, which is more than learning. 

In this particular season of Christmas, let us remember that the little 
moons of men today are sustained by the same Infinite Force which cast to earth 
the light of the Star of Bethlehem, almost 2,000 years ago. We may launch a 
million little moons, if we will, each to be caught up and ordered by laws we 
know yet cannot understand. But it is the promise of that Star, denied by 
tyrants and withheld from slaves, which is the solid rock of freedom's strength. 

The ultimate supremacy of free men will not be found in outer space; it will 
be found in inner conscience. 


THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
IOWA CITY 


Loren Hickerson -- 1957 


Hearing Scheduled The American Council on Education's 
on Tax Credit Plan testimony in support of the tax credit 


plan has been tentatively scheduled be- 

fore the House Committee on Ways and Means on Wednesday, January 15. This plan, 
first endorsed by the Council in 1955, would provide that 30 per cent of student 
tuition and fees actually paid by the taxpayer to the institution be applied as 
a tax credit on the amount of incbme tax otherwise payable. There would be a 
ceiling of $450 for each student. 

This plan is embodied in a number of bills introduced in the First Session 
of the &th Congress by members of both parties. Among these bills are H.R. 765 
introduced by Representative McCarthy, of Minnesota, H.R. 1064 introduced by 
Representative Boggs, of Louisiana, and H.R. 7002 introduced by Representative 
Frelinghuysen, of New Jersey. 
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In accordance with the Committee's instructions that "with the time limita- 
tion involved, it is essential that tax payers with a similar interest designate 
a spokesman to speak for their group," the American Council's witness, John F. 
Meck, vice president and treasurer of Dartmouth College, will speak as the only 
oral witness of higher education on the tax credit plan. He has been specifical- 
ly authorized to speak on this occasion also for the American Alumni Council, 
the Association of American Colleges, and the State Universities Association. 

The Clerk of the Committee, in notifying the Council of the schedule, 
stated that the receipt of more than 300 requests to be heard during the one 
month of the hearings, January 7--February 7, has made necessary a very strict 
allocation of time for each witness. The Committee has announced, however, that 
"those persons who desire to do so may submit a statement for inclusion in the 
printed record of the hearings in lieu of a personal appearance provided the 
subject matter of the statement is within the scope of the hearings." 

While the naming of a new chairman of the House Committee to replace 
Representative Jere Cooper, who died in December, must await the beginning of 
the Second Session of the &th Congress on January 7, the present membership of 
Ways and Means is as follows: 


Wilbur D. Mills, Arkansas Frank Ikard, Texas 

Noble J. Gregory, Kentucky Thaddeus M. Machrowicz, Michigan 

Aime J. Forand, Rhode Island Daniel A. Reed, New York 

Herman P. Eberharter, Pennsylvania Thomas A. Jenkins, Ohio 

Cecil R. King, California Richard M. Simpson, Pennsylvania 

Thomas J. O'Brien, Illinois Robert W. Kean, New Jersey 

Hale Boggs, Louisiana Noah M. Mason, Illinois 

Eugene J. Keogh, New York Hal Holmes, Washington 

Burr P. Harrison, Virginia John W. Byrnes, Wisconsin 

Frank M. Karsten, Missouri Anton N. Sadlak, Connecticut 

A. &. Herlong, Jr., Florida Howard H. Baker, Tennessee 

Eugene J. McCarthy, Minnesota Thomas B. Curtis, Missouri 
Council Will Outline Evidence from numerous sources has come 
Program to Government to the Council in recent weeks indicating 


a desire on the part of Congress and the 
Executive Branch of the Government to take steps early in the new year toward 
strengthening higher education. Requests for advice and guidance have come both 
from members of Congress and from officials in the Administration. The Committee 
on Relationsips of Higher Education to the Federal Government, at its meeting on 
December 12, spent most of its time discussing what sort of guidance the Council 
should offer in response to such requests. 

The tentative program of the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare 
was described, with the understanding that the final recommendations of the 
Administration to Congress might be different in several important respects. The 
plans of the National Science Foundation and recommendations of the President's 
Committee on Education Beyond the High School also figured in the discussion. 
Furthermore, the committee recognized that the Council is already committed to 
several proposals, such as the Tax Credit Plan, a Federal Scholarship Progran, 
and payment by the Armed Forces for ROTC facilities. 

Under these circumstances, the committee decided that the Council, on be- 
half of higher education, should present a program of action to the Federal 
Government. A general outline of items to be included was approved, and it was 
unanimously voted that a subcommittee be appointed to draft a statement. 

President Arthur S. Adams of the Council subsequently appointed the follow- 
ing subcommittee: Lewis Webster Jones, chairman, president, Rutgers University; 
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Hurst R. Anderson, president, The American University; William L. Everitt, dean, 
School of Engineering, University of Illinois; Albert N. Jorgensen, president, 
University of Connecticut; and Rev. Edward J. O'Donnell, president, Marquette 
University. The subcommittee met on December 20 and expressed general approval 

of a statement which had been prepared by the staff. The statement had previously 
been discussed informally with representatives of six constituent organizational 
members of the Council. After consultation with other interested groups, a 
revised version of the statement will be acted upon by the subcommittee and pre- 
sented to the full committee at a meeting scheduled for January 14. 


College Enrollment College enrollments have set a new 
Again Sets Record record this year for the sixth year in 


a row and will climb substantially with 
the opening of the second semester, the Office of Education has announced. A total 
of 3,068,000 students enrolled in 1,890 colleges and universities early last fall, 
an increase of 4.1 percent over the 2,947,000 who enrolled in the fall of 1956. 
Last fall's enrollment was 45 percent above fall enrollments in 191, the year of 
lowest enrollments since World War II, and 25 percent above 1949, the peak year 
for enrollments in the immediate post-war years. 

U. S. Commissioner of Education Lawrence G. Derthick said that during the 
remainder of the school year, college and university enrollments are expected to 
climb to an all-time high of approximately 3,460,000. The 45 percent increase 
in college enrollments since 1951 compares with an increase of only about 2 per- 
cent during the same period in the number of persons 18 to 21 years old. 

Due to an unprecendented increase in the number of births during the mid- 
1940's the number of college-age persons in the population will start to climb 
steeply in the early 1960's, Dr. Derthick pointed out. In the next decade, the 
number of young people seeking enrollment in college is expected to double. Despite 
the larger proportion of young people going to college in recent years, there are 
still large numbers of able students who do not obtain a college education, Dr. 
Derthick said. 

Freshman enrollment in colleges and universities reached a record of 730,000 
last fall, 0.9 percent higher than in 1956. Nearly two-thirds of the 1957 college 
student body--2,003,000 of the total 3,068,000--are men. 

The ten institutions which led in the number of students this year are: 
University of California (all campuses), 41,598; University of Minnesota (all 
campuses), 35,852; New York University, 31,068; State University of New York, all 
campuses except the Agricultural and Technical Institutes, 29,883; City College 
of the City of New York, 28,181; Columbia University, 26,787; University of 
Michigan, 26,370; University of Illinois, 25,920; University of Wisconsin (all 
campuses), 24,873; and Ohio State University, 22,611. 

Total opening enrollment in liberal arts colleges gained 6.5 percent over 
196; junior colleges, 6.2 percent; teachers colleges, 6 percent; technological 
schools, 3.4 percent; separately organized professional schools (other than 
teachers colleges and technological schools), 3.3 percent; universities, 2 per- 
cent; theological and religious schools, 1 percent. 

Greatest increase in first-time students last fall was in other separately 
organized professional schools, which gained 9 percent over 1956. Increases also 
were reported for teacher colleges, 4.4 percent; junior colleges, 2.9 percent; 
theological and religious schools, 2.5 percent; and liberal arts colleges, 2.4 
percent. Decreases were reported by universities, 2.9 percent, and technological 
schools, 0.6 percent. 

Publicly controlled institutions reported a 5.9 percent gain in number of 
students over the fall of 1956, while privately controlled institutions listed 
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1.8 percent more than last year. First-time enrollment in both types of schools 
increased 0.9 percent. Of the total college population, 56 percent were attending 
publicly controlled institutions in 1957 and 57.1 percent in 1956. 

States with increases of 10 percent or more included Delaware, 14.4 percent 
(including enrollment in a newly reclassified institution not counted in 1956 
enrollments); Virginia, 13.9 percent; Maine, 12.8 percent; Arkansas, 11.7 percent; Bull 
and New Mexico, 10 percent. Fewer college students were reported in 3 States. 
Largest decrease was in Nevada (5.2 percent). 

Delaware--with the reclassified institution again a factor--reported a 47.2 
percent increase in first-time enrollment. Also reporting a gain of 10 percent or 
more were Arizona, 24 percent; Oregon, 14.2 percent; Maine and Massachusetts, 

12.1 percent each; and New Jersey, 11.1 percent. 

The number of students attending college for the first time declined in 17 
States and in the U. S. service academies. Decreases of 5 percent or more were 
reported in South Dakota (9.7 percent), Indiana (8.2 percent), Ohio (7.8 percent), 
Virginia (7.4 percent), Utah (7 percent), Georgia (6.2 percent), Oklahoma (5.3 
percent), and New Hampshire (5 percent), the U. S. service academies (15.9 percent), 


Committee Disapproves The Committee on Relationships of Higher 
Bill to Set Loan Rates Education to the Federal Government was 


informed at its meeting on December 12 
that hearings are planned early in the next session of Congress on S. 2427, which 
would give the Secretary of the Treasury the authority to establish the interest 
rate on any Federal loan program, regardless of provisions of other laws. The 
purpose, as stated in the bill, is "to insure greater consistency among Federal 
loan programs, to avoid hidden subsidies, and to achieve more effective coordina- 
tion between Federal loan programs and the fiscal and credit policies of the 
Federal Government.” One of the specific objectives, made clear last July when 
the bill was introduced, is to eliminate the current formula for establishing the 
interest rate on college housing loans, thus permitting the Secretary of the 
Treasury to increase that rate. The committee unanimously voted that the Council 
should express disapproval of this bill. 


Cooperation Among . The New York State Education Depart- 
Colleges Described ment has published "Interinstitutional 


Cooperation in Higher Education" by 
Merton W. Ertell, which summarizes activities in other states as well as in New 
York. This volume of 128 pages, which expands on the theme of one of the 
sections at the Council's last Annual Meeting, is available without charge, so 
long as the supply lasts, from Albert K. Fretwell, Jr., assistant commissioner 
for higher education, the State Education Department, Albany 1, New York. 
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